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In 1916, in front of a crowd of ten to fifteen thousand cheering spectators watched as seventeen-year-old
Jesse Washington, a retarded black boy, was publicly tortured, lynched, and burned on the town square of
Waco, Texas. He had been accused and convicted in a kangaroo court for the rape and murder of a white
woman. The city’s mayor and police chief watched Washington’s torture and murder and did nothing.
Nearby, a professional photographer took pictures to sell as mementos of that day.
 
The stark story and gory pictures were soon printed in The Crisis, the monthly magazine of the fledgling
NAACP, as part of that organization’s campaign for antilynching legislation. Even in the vast bloodbath of
lynchings that washed across the South and Midwest during the late 1800s and early 1900s, the Waco
lynching stood out. The NAACP assigned a young white woman, Elisabeth Freeman, to travel to Waco to
investigate, and report back.  The evidence she gathered and gave to W. E. B. Du Bois provided grist for the
efforts of the NAACP to raise national consciousness of the atrocities being committed and to raise funds to
lobby antilynching legislation as well.

In the summer of 1916, three disparate forces - a vibrant, growing city bursting with optimism on the
blackland prairie of Central Texas, a young woman already tempered in the frontline battles for woman’s
suffrage, and a very small organization of grimly determined “progressives” in New York City - collided
with each other, with consequences no one could have foreseen. They were brought together irrevocably by
the prolonged torture and public murder of Jesse Washington - the atrocity that became known as the Waco
Horror.

Drawing on extensive research in the national files of the NAACP, local newspapers and archives, and
interviews with the descendants of participants in the events of that day, Patricia Bernstein has reconstructed
the details of not only the crime but also its aftermath. She has charted the ways the story affected the
development of the NAACP and especially the eventual success of its antilynching campaign. She searches
for answers to the questions of how participating in such violence affected the lives of the mob leaders, the
city officials who stood by passively, and the community that found itself capable of such abject behavior.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Lundquist:

The book The First Waco Horror: The Lynching of Jesse Washington and the Rise of the NAACP
(Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students Texas A & M University) give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make reading a book The First Waco Horror: The Lynching of Jesse Washington and the Rise of the
NAACP (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students Texas A & M University) to be your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide The
First Waco Horror: The Lynching of Jesse Washington and the Rise of the NAACP (Centennial Series of the
Association of Former Students Texas A & M University). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Donald Corbett:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for all of us. The book The First Waco Horror: The Lynching of Jesse
Washington and the Rise of the NAACP (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students Texas A
& M University) seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book The First Waco Horror: The Lynching of Jesse
Washington and the Rise of the NAACP (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students Texas A
& M University) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using
book The First Waco Horror: The Lynching of Jesse Washington and the Rise of the NAACP (Centennial
Series of the Association of Former Students Texas A & M University). You never feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Marina Espinal:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This The First Waco Horror: The Lynching of Jesse Washington and the Rise of the NAACP
(Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students Texas A & M University) book is readable by you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving The First
Waco Horror: The Lynching of Jesse Washington and the Rise of the NAACP (Centennial Series of the
Association of Former Students Texas A & M University) content conveys thinking easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you
even now thinking The First Waco Horror: The Lynching of Jesse Washington and the Rise of the NAACP
(Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students Texas A & M University) is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?



Kathy Lloyd:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be examine.
The First Waco Horror: The Lynching of Jesse Washington and the Rise of the NAACP (Centennial Series
of the Association of Former Students Texas A & M University) can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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