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Have you ever wondered about expressions such as ?The cat?s out of the bag,? ?Fast-buck artist,? and ?On
the Q.T.?? Patrick Edwards explores these sayings and their fascinating origins, original meanings and
present day usage having to do with Wall Street crime and Ponzi schemes. For instance, ?Cooking the
books? originated in England when the Earl of Strafford said: ?The proof was once clear; however, they have
cooked it ever since.? The year was 1636, and the Earl was referring to altering ingredients in a recipe?not
the ?creative accounting? all too common in today?s business world. The expressions in this book deal with
?white-collar crime,? first defined in 1939 by Professor Edwin Sutherland, who said, ?There is a vast
difference between white collar-crime and blue-collar crime, and high social status has a lot to do with the
distinction. White-collar crime is often committed by a person of respectability in the course of his or her
occupation.? Edwards uses familiar phrases, idioms and proverbs to take the reader through high profile
events of the 2000s, such as the demise of Enron, Adelphia, WorldCom, and more recently AIG and Ponzi
schemes. He also includes thought-provoking and humorous quotes, such as this one from comedian Jay
Leno: ?It looks like more than 13,000 people were caught up in that Madoff Ponzi scheme. You know what a
Ponzi scheme is? That?s when you throw good money after bad; or as the government calls it, a stimulus
package.? Come along on a fascinating historical tour of some of today?s most familiar financial
expressions. Patrick M. Edwards 2011
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From reader reviews:

Marian Perkins:

The event that you get from "They Cooked The Books": A Humorous Look at the World of White-Collar
Crime may be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but "They Cooked The Books": A
Humorous Look at the World of White-Collar Crime giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you
for having this kind of "They Cooked The Books": A Humorous Look at the World of White-Collar Crime
instantly.

Ladonna Warren:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
"They Cooked The Books": A Humorous Look at the World of White-Collar Crime.

Joseph Wilds:

The particular book "They Cooked The Books": A Humorous Look at the World of White-Collar Crime has
a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Mark Guerrero:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking "They Cooked The Books": A
Humorous Look at the World of White-Collar Crime that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means
of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick "They Cooked The Books": A Humorous
Look at the World of White-Collar Crime become your current starter.
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