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Looking out a second-story window of her family's quarters at the Pearl Harbor naval base on December 7,
1941, eleven-year-old Jackie Smith could see not only the Rising Sun insignias on the wings of attacking
Japanese bombers, but the faces of the pilots inside. Most American children on the home front during the
Second World War saw the enemy only in newsreels and the pages of Life Magazine, but from Pearl Harbor
on, "the war"--with its blackouts, air raids, and government rationing--became a dramatic presence in all of
their lives. Thirty million Americans relocated, 3,700,000 homemakers entered the labor force, sparking a
national debate over working mothers and latchkey children, and millions of enlisted fathers and older
brothers suddenly disappeared overseas or to far-off army bases. By the end of the war, 180,000 American
children had lost their fathers.
In "Daddy's Gone to War", William M. Tuttle, Jr., offers a fascinating and often poignant exploration of
wartime America, and one of generation's odyssey from childhood to middle age. The voices of the home
front children are vividly present in excerpts from the 2,500 letters Tuttle solicited from men and women
across the country who are now in their fifties and sixties. From scrap-collection drives and Saturday
matinees to the atomic bomb and V-J Day, here is the Second World War through the eyes of America's
children. Women relive the frustration of always having to play nurses in neighborhood war games, and men
remember being both afraid and eager to grow up and go to war themselves. (Not all were willing to wait.
Tuttle tells of one twelve year old boy who strode into an Arizona recruiting office and declared, "I don't
need my mother's consent...I'm a midget.") Former home front children recall as though it were yesterday the
pain of saying good-bye, perhaps forever, to an enlisting father posted overseas and the sometimes equally
unsettling experience of a long-absent father's return.
A pioneering effort to reinvent the way we look at history and childhood, "Daddy's Gone to War" views the
experiences of ordinary children through the lens of developmental psychology. Tuttle argues that the
Second World War left an indelible imprint on the dreams and nightmares of an American generation, not
only in childhood, but in adulthood as well. Drawing on his wide-ranging research, he makes the case that
America's wartime belief in democracy and its rightful leadership of the Free World, as well as its
assumptions about marriage and the family and the need to get ahead, remained largely unchallenged until
the tumultuous years of the Kennedy assassination, Vietnam and Watergate. As the hopes and expectations
of the home front children changed, so did their country's. In telling the story of a generation, Tuttle provides
a vital missing piece of American cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Hendrix:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the
crowded place and notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular "Daddy's
Gone to War": The Second World War in the Lives of America's Children book as starter and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Raymond Simmons:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take "Daddy's Gone to War": The Second World
War in the Lives of America's Children as your daily resource information.

Jennifer Yost:

The particular book "Daddy's Gone to War": The Second World War in the Lives of America's Children will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book "Daddy's Gone
to War": The Second World War in the Lives of America's Children is much recommended to you to study.
You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Cynthia Kipp:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this "Daddy's Gone to War": The Second World War in the Lives of America's
Children can make you really feel more interested to read.
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