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"My husband doesn't have a head for business," complained Ng?c, the owner of a children's clothing stall in
B?n Thanh market. "Naturally, it's because he's a man." When the women who sell in Ho Chi Minh City's
iconic marketplace speak, their language suggests that activity in the market is shaped by timeless, essential
truths: Vietnamese women are naturally adept at buying and selling, while men are not; Vietnamese prefer to
do business with family members or through social contacts; stallholders are by nature superstitious;
marketplace trading is by definition a small-scale enterprise. Essential Trade looks through the facade of
these "timeless truths" and finds active participants in a political economy of appearances: traders' words and
actions conform to stereotypes of themselves as poor, weak women in order to clinch sales, manage
creditors, and protect themselves from accusations of being greedy, corrupt, or "bourgeois" - even as they
quietly slip into southern Vietnam's growing middle class. But Leshkowich argues that we should not
dismiss the traders' self-disparaging words simply because of their essentialist logic. In B?n Thanh market,
performing certain styles of femininity, kinship relations, social networks, spirituality, and class allowed
traders to portray themselves as particular kinds of people who had the capacity to act in volatile political
and economic circumstances. When so much seems to be changing, a claim that certain things or people are
inherently or naturally a particular way can be both personally meaningful and strategically advantageous.
Based on ethnographic fieldwork and life history interviewing conducted over nearly two decades, Essential
Trade explores how women cloth and clothing traders like Ng?c have plied their wares through four decades
of political and economic transformation: civil war, post-war economic restructuring, socialist
cooperativization, and the frenetic competition of market socialism. With close attention to daily activities
and life narratives, this ground-breaking work of critical feminist economic anthropology combines
theoretical insight, vivid ethnography, and moving personal stories to illuminate how the interaction between
gender and class has shaped people's lives and created market socialist political economy. It provides a
compelling account of post-war southern Vietnam as seen through the eyes of the dynamic women who have
navigated forty years of profound change while building their businesses in the stalls of B?n Thanh market.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Mundo:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Essential Trade (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning and
Memory). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important the book Essential Trade (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning and Memory). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's read.

Jennifer Crowe:

The book Essential Trade (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning and Memory) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Essential Trade
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning and Memory)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all
of these. Book Essential Trade (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning and Memory) has simple shape but you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Cheryl Ruiz:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Essential Trade (Southeast Asia:
Politics, Meaning and Memory) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Daniel Caudle:

This Essential Trade (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning and Memory) is great publication for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can state no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Essential Trade (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning and Memory) in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in



ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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