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In Shopping for Pleasure, Erika Rappaport reconstructs London's Victorian and Edwardian West End as an
entertainment and retail center. In this neighborhood of stately homes, royal palaces, and spacious parks and
squares, a dramatic transformation unfolded that ultimately changed the meaning of femininity and the lives
of women, shaping their experience of modernity. Rappaport illuminates the various forces of the period that
encouraged and discouraged women's enjoyment of public life and particularly shows how shopping came to
be seen as the quintessential leisure activity for middle- and upper-class women. Through extensive histories
of department stores, women's magazines, clubs, teashops, restaurants, and the theater as interwoven sites of
consumption, Shopping for Pleasure uncovers how a new female urban culture emerged before and after the
turn of the twentieth century.

Moving beyond the question of whether shopping promoted or limited women's freedom, the author draws
on diverse sources to explore how business practices, legal decisions, and cultural changes affected women
in the market. In particular, she focuses on how and why stores presented themselves as pleasurable, secure
places for the urban woman, in some cases defining themselves as instrumental to civic improvement and
women's emancipation. Rappaport also considers such influences as merchandizing strategies, credit
policies, changes in public transportation, feminism, and the financial balance of power within the home.
Shopping for Pleasure is thus both a social and cultural history of the West End, but on a broader scale it
reveals the essential interplay between the rise of consumer society, the birth of modern femininity, and the
making of contemporary London.
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From reader reviews:

Joaquin Hogan:

This Shopping for Pleasure: Women in the Making of London's West End. are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Shopping for Pleasure: Women in the Making of
London's West End. can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed people. Beside that this Shopping for Pleasure: Women in the Making of London's West
End. forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Terrance Allen:

Typically the book Shopping for Pleasure: Women in the Making of London's West End. has a lot associated
with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after looking over this book.

Melissa Chandler:

The reason? Because this Shopping for Pleasure: Women in the Making of London's West End. is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go
to the reserve store hurriedly.

Stella Carpenter:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching
from it. It is identified as of book Shopping for Pleasure: Women in the Making of London's West End.. You
can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one location to other place.
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