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"Unique and important . . . Patterns of Culture is a signpost on the road to a freer and more tolerant life." --
New York Times

A remarkable introduction to cultural studies, Patterns of Culture is an eloquent declaration of the role of
culture in shaping human life. In this fascinating work, the renowned anthropologist Ruth Benedict compares
three societies -- the Zuni of the southwestern United States, the Kwakiutl of western Canada, and the
Dobuans of Melanesia -- and demonstrates the diversity of behaviors in them. Benedict's groundbreaking
study shows that a unique configuration of traits defines each human culture and she examines the
relationship between culture and the individual. Featuring prefatory remarks by Franz Boas, Margaret Mead,
and Louise Lamphere, this provocative work ultimately explores what it means to be human.

"That today the modern world is on such easy terms with the concept of culture . . . is in very great part due
to this book." -- Margaret Mead

"Benedict's Patterns of Culture is a foundational text in teaching us the value of diversity. Her hope for the
future still has resonance in the twenty-first century: that recognition of cultural relativity will create an
appreciation for 'the coexisting and equally valid patterns of life which mankind has created for itself from
the raw materials of existence.'" -- from the new foreword by Louise Lamphere, past president of the
American Anthrolopological Association

Ruth Benedict (1887-1948) was one of the most eminent anthropologists of the twentieth century. Her
profoundly influential books Patterns of Culture and The Chrysanthemum and the Sword: Patterns of
Japanese Culture were bestsellers when they were first published, and they have remained indispensable
works for the study of culture in the many decades since.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Dudley:

Often the book Patterns of culture will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book
very ideal to you. The book Patterns of culture is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Elizabeth Sherer:

The publication with title Patterns of culture includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement
of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Bonnie Wilson:

You can find this Patterns of culture by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be
your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to
get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Craig Rushing:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those publications have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book Patterns of culture we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative
person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life at this time book Patterns of culture. You can more attractive than now.
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