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After his 1728 Virginia-North Carolina boundary expedition, Virginia planter and politician William Byrd II
composed two very different accounts of his adventures. The Secret History of the Line was written for
private circulation, offering tales of scandalous behavior and political misconduct, peppered with rakish
humor and personal satire. The History of the Dividing Line, continually revised by Byrd for decades after
the expedition, was intended for the London literary market, though not published in his lifetime. Collating
all extant manuscripts, Kevin Joel Berland's landmark scholarly edition of these two histories provides wide-
ranging historical and cultural contexts for both, helping to recreate the social and intellectual ethos of Byrd
and his time.
Byrd enriched his narratives with material appropriated from earlier authors, many of whose works were in
his library--the most extensive in the American colonies. Berland identifies for the first time many of Byrd's
sources and raises the question: how reliable are histories that build silently upon antecedent texts and
present borrowed material as firsthand testimony? In his analysis, Berland demonstrates the need for a new
category to assess early modern history writing: the hybrid, accretional narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Green:

This book untitled The Dividing Line Histories of William Byrd II of Westover (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Shawn Croll:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled The Dividing Line Histories of William Byrd II of
Westover (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Marlon Taylor:

The book untitled The Dividing Line Histories of William Byrd II of Westover (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order
it. Have a nice read.

Terrance Oneal:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Dividing Line Histories
of William Byrd II of Westover (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and
Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's



observe.
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