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Introduction to Gregory Bateson’s unique perspective on the relationship of humanity to the natural world.

Gregory Bateson (1904–1980), anthropologist, psychologist, systems thinker, student of animal
communication, and insightful environmentalist, was one of the most important holistic thinkers of the
twentieth century. Noel G. Charlton offers this first truly accessible introduction to Bateson’s work, distilling
and clarifying Bateson’s understanding of the “mind” or “mental systems” as being present throughout the
living Earth, in systems and creatures of all kinds. Part biography, part overview of the evolution of his
ideas, Charlton’s book situates Bateson’s thought in relation to that of other ecological thinkers. This long-
awaited volume opens up this challenging thinker’s body of work and introduces it to a new generation of
readers.

“…Charlton has taken an unusual, indeed unique, approach to the works and thought of Gregory Bateson.”
— Cybernetics and Human Knowing

“A valuable book, primarily directed to specialists in environmental philosophy, ethics, and action.” —
CHOICE

“This is a publishing event of the first order: an incomparably lucid exploration of Bateson’s unique insights
into the nature of mind and of the living Earth. Noel Charlton’s book, both elegant and accessible, sheds new
light on Bateson’s revolutionary relevance to our time.” — Joanna Macy, author of Mutual Causality in
Buddhism and General Systems Theory: The Dharma of Natural Systems

“The uniqueness of Bateson’s thought came from its broad range and its generality. In an age characterized
by fragmentation and overspecialization, Bateson challenged the basic assumptions and methods of several
sciences by looking for patterns connecting different phenomena and for processes beneath structures.

“This book is a wonderful introduction to the key ideas of this pioneer in systemic thinking. By identifying
Bateson’s revolutionary concept of ‘mental process,’ immanent throughout the living world, as the
foundation of his science and philosophy, the author is able to present Bateson’s complex and wide-ranging
ideas as a coherent body of thought. From the central concept of mind as immanent in nature, Charlton
maintains, flow Bateson’s understanding of aesthetics, his awe of the sacred, and—perhaps most
importantly—his insistence on the need to develop a new ecological ethics that reconnects us with the living
Earth. I highly recommend this important and inspiring book.” — Fritjof Capra, author of The Web of Life: A
New Scientific Understanding of Living Systems and The Hidden Connections: A Science for Sustainable
Living
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Miller:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Understanding Gregory Bateson: Mind, Beauty, and the Sacred Earth
(SUNY Series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Understanding Gregory
Bateson: Mind, Beauty, and the Sacred Earth (SUNY Series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics)
content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the written content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Understanding Gregory Bateson: Mind,
Beauty, and the Sacred Earth (SUNY Series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Kathleen Knight:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them
is this Understanding Gregory Bateson: Mind, Beauty, and the Sacred Earth (SUNY Series in Environmental
Philosophy and Ethics).

Joseph Mitchell:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Understanding Gregory
Bateson: Mind, Beauty, and the Sacred Earth (SUNY Series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) that
give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Understanding
Gregory Bateson: Mind, Beauty, and the Sacred Earth (SUNY Series in Environmental Philosophy and
Ethics) become your current starter.

Mary Ruch:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Understanding Gregory Bateson: Mind, Beauty,



and the Sacred Earth (SUNY Series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) was colourful and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book Understanding Gregory Bateson: Mind, Beauty, and the Sacred
Earth (SUNY Series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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