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The Latin language has been the one constant in the cultural history of the West for more than two millennia.
It has been the foundation of our education, and has defined the way in which we express our thoughts, our
faith, and our knowledge of how the world functions. Indeed, the language has proved far more enduring
than its empire in Rome, its use echoing on in the law codes of half the world, in the terminologies of
modern science, and until forty years ago, in the liturgy of the Catholic Church. It is the unseen substance
that makes us members of the Western world.

In his erudite and entertaining "biography," Nicholas Ostler shows how and why (against the odds, through
conquest from within and without) Latin survived and thrived even as its creators and other languages failed.
Originally the dialect of Rome and its surrounds, Latin supplanted its neighbors to become, by conquest and
settlement, the language of all Italy, and then of Western Europe and North Africa. Its cultural creep toward
Greek in the East led it to copy and then ally with it in an unprecedented, but invincible combination: Greek
theory and Roman practice, delivered through Latin, became the foundation of Western civilization.
Christianity, a latecomer, then joined the alliance, and became vital to Latin's survival when the empire
collapsed. Spoken Latin re-emerged as a host of new languages, from Portuguese and Spanish in the west to
Romanian in the east. But a knowledge of Latin lived on as the common code of European thought, and
inspired the founders of Europe's New World in the Americas. E pluribus unum.

Illuminating the extravaganza of its past, Nicholas Ostler makes clear that, in a thousand echoes, Latin lives
on, ad infinitum.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Marine:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Ad Infinitum: A Biography of Latin is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Kimberly Wood:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you
get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Ad Infinitum: A Biography of Latin as your daily resource information.

Elizabeth Brown:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Ad Infinitum: A Biography of Latin e-book
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Ad Infinitum: A Biography of Latin as good book not only by
the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its handle, so
do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Kayla Congdon:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be learn. Ad Infinitum: A Biography of Latin can be your answer since it can be read by a
person who have those short time problems.
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