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Modern scholars, fixated on the "winners" in England's sixteenth- and seventeenth-century religious
struggles, have too readily assumed the inevitability of Protestantism's historical triumph and have
uncritically accepted the reformers' own rhetorical construction of themselves as embodiments of an
authentic Englishness. Christopher Highley interrogates this narrative by examining how Catholics from the
reign of Mary Tudor to the early seventeenth century contested and shaped discourses of national identity,
patriotism, and Englishness. Accused by their opponents of espousing an alien religion, one orchestrated
from Rome and sustained by Spain, English Catholics fought back by developing their own self-
representations that emphasized how the Catholic faith was an ancient and integral part of true Englishness.
After the accession of the Protestant Elizabeth, the Catholic imagining of England was mainly the project of
the exiles who had left their homeland in search of religious toleration and foreign assistance.

English Catholics constructed narratives of their own religious heritage and identity, however, not only in
response to Protestant polemic but also as part of intra-Catholic rivalries that pitted Marian clergy against
seminary priests, secular priests against Jesuits, and exiled English Catholics against their co-religionists
from other parts of Britain and Ireland. Drawing on the reassessments of English Catholicism by John Bossy,
Christopher Haigh, Alexandra Walsham, Michael Questier and others, Catholics Writing the Nation
foregrounds the faultlines within and between the various Catholic communities of the Atlantic archipelago.

Eschewing any confessional bias, Highley's book is an interdisciplinary cultural study of an important but
neglected dimension of Early Modern English Catholicism. In charting the complex Catholic engagement
with questions of cultural and national identity, he discusses a range of genres, texts, and documents both in
print and manuscript, including ecclesiastical histories, polemical treatises, antiquarian tracts, and
correspondence. His argument weaves together a rich historical narrative of people, events, and texts while
also offering contextualized close readings of specific works by figures such as Edmund Campion, Robert
Persons, Thomas Stapleton, and Richard Verstegan.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Alvarez:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Catholics Writing the Nation in Early
Modern Britain and Ireland as your daily resource information.

June Weiss:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Catholics Writing the Nation in Early
Modern Britain and Ireland, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its known as reading friends.

Ingrid Baumbach:

Catholics Writing the Nation in Early Modern Britain and Ireland can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing
Catholics Writing the Nation in Early Modern Britain and Ireland although doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it.
This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Eric Kinlaw:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Catholics Writing the Nation in
Early Modern Britain and Ireland is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book.
It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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