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In 1945 Germany's cities lay in ruins, destroyed by Allied bombers `hat left major architectural monuments
badly damaged and much of the housing stock reduced to rubble. At the war's end, observers thought that it
would take forty years to rebuild, but by the late 1950s West Germany's cities had risen anew. The housing
crisis had been overcome and virtually all important monuments reconstructed, and the cities had reclaimed
their characteristic identities. Everywhere there was a mixture of old and new: historic churches and town
halls stood alongside new housing and department stores; ancient street layouts were crossed or encircled by
wide arteries; old city centers were balanced by garden suburbs laid out according to modern planning
principles. In this book, Diefendorf examines the questions raised by this remarkable feat of urban
reconstruction. He explains who was primarily responsible, what accounted for the speed of rebuilding, and
how priorities were set and decisions acted upon. He argues that in such crucial areas as architectural style,
urban planning, historic preservation, and housing policy, the Germans drew upon personnel, ideas,
institutions, and practical experiences from the Nazi and pre-Nazi periods. Diefendorf shows how the
rebuilding of West Germany's cities after 1945 can only be understood in terms of long-term continuities in
urban development.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Villegas:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer might be In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after World
War II why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Santos Ball:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that
need more time to be read. In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War II can
be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Larry Tatro:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War II will give you a new
experience in reading through a book.

William Harris:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
in search of the In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War II when you
necessary it?
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