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Most people equate Los Angeles with smog, sprawl, forty suburbs in search of a city-the great "what-not-to-
do" of twentieth-century city building. But there's much more to LA's story than this shallow stereotype.
History shows that Los Angeles was intensely, ubiquitously planned. The consequences of that planning-the
environmental history of urbanism--is one place to turn for the more complex lessons LA has to offer.

Working forward from ancient times and ancient ecologies to the very recent past, Land of Sunshine is a
fascinating exploration of the environmental history of greater Los Angeles. Rather than rehearsing a litany
of errors or insults against nature, rather than decrying the lost opportunities of "roads not taken," these
essays, by nineteen leading geologists, ecologists, and historians, instead consider the changing dynamics
both of the city and of nature.
In the nineteenth century, for example, "density" was considered an evil, and reformers struggled mightily to
move the working poor out to areas where better sanitation and flowers and parks "made life seem worth the
living."

We now call that vision "sprawl," and we struggle just as much to bring middle-class people back into the
core of American cities. There's nothing natural, or inevitable, about such turns of events. It's only by paying
very close attention to the ways metropolitan nature has been constructed and construed that meaningful
lessons can be drawn. History matters.

So here are the plants and animals of the Los Angeles basin, its rivers and watersheds. Here are the
landscapes of fact and fantasy, the historical actors, events, and circumstances that have proved
transformative over and over again. The result is a nuanced and rich portrait of Los Angeles that will serve
planners, communities, and environmentalists as they look to the past for clues, if not blueprints, for
enhancing the quality and viability of cities.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Oconnell:

This Land of Sunshine: An Environmental History of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban
Environ) tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Land of
Sunshine: An Environmental History of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) can be
one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
you actually with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this Land of Sunshine: An Environmental History of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban
Environ) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Cecil Atkins:

The book untitled Land of Sunshine: An Environmental History of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh
Hist Urban Environ) is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Land of Sunshine: An Environmental
History of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.

Carl Johnson:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Land of Sunshine: An Environmental
History of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) is simple to create you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Dennis Carson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Land of Sunshine: An Environmental
History of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ).
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