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In this poignant and personal history of one of America’s oldest theaters, Leslie Stainton captures the story
not just of an extraordinary building but of a nation’s tumultuous struggle to invent itself. Built in 1852 and
in use ever since, the Fulton Theatre in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, is uniquely ghosted. Its foundations were
once the walls of a colonial jail that in 1763 witnessed the massacre of the last surviving Conestoga Indians.
Those same walls later served to incarcerate fugitive slaves. Staging Ground explores these tragic events and
their enduring resonance in a building that later became a town hall, theater, and movie house—the site of
minstrel shows, productions of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, oratory by the likes of Thaddeus Stevens and Mark
Twain, performances by Buffalo Bill and his troupe of “Wild Indians,” Hollywood Westerns, and twenty-
first-century musicals.

Interweaving past and present, private anecdote and public record, Stainton unfolds the story of this
emblematic space, where for more than 250 years Americans scripted and rescripted their history. Staging
Ground sheds light on issues that continue to form us as a people: the evolution of American culture and
faith, the immigrant experience, the growth of cities, the emergence of women in art and society, the spread
of advertising, the flowering of transportation and technology, and the abiding paradox of a nation founded
on the principle of equality for “all men,” yet engaged in the slave trade and in the systematic oppression of
the American Indian.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you that Staging Ground: An American Theater and
Its Ghosts (Keystone Books®) book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Arnold Grigg:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Staging Ground: An American Theater and Its Ghosts (Keystone Books®) your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Staging Ground: An American Theater and Its
Ghosts (Keystone Books®) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

William Ochoa:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Staging Ground: An American Theater and Its
Ghosts (Keystone Books®) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Ivan Dinkel:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Staging Ground: An American Theater
and Its Ghosts (Keystone Books®) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like
to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the book Staging Ground: An American Theater and Its Ghosts
(Keystone Books®) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of that time.
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