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In The Landscape of Reform Ben Minteer offers a fresh and provocative reading of the intellectual
foundations of American environmentalism, focusing on the work and legacy of four important conservation
and planning thinkers in the first half of the twentieth century: Liberty Hyde Bailey, a forgotten figure in the
Progressive conservation movement; urban and regional planning theorist Lewis Mumford; Benton
MacKaye, the forester and conservationist who proposed the Appalachian Trail in the 1920s; and Aldo
Leopold, author of the environmentalist classic A Sand County Almanac. Minteer argues that these writers
blazed a significant "third way" in environmental ethics and practice, a more pragmatic approach that offers
a counterpoint to the anthropocentrism-versus-ecocentrism -- use-versus-preservation -- narrative that has
long dominated discussions of the development of American environmental thought.

Minteer shows that the environmentalism of Bailey, Mumford, MacKaye, and Leopold was also part of a
larger moral and political program, one that included efforts to revitalize democratic citizenship, conserve
regional culture and community identity, and reclaim a broader understanding of the public interest that went
beyond economics and materialism. Their environmental thought was an attempt to critique and at the same
time reform American society and political culture. Minteer explores the work of these four environmental
reformers and considers two present-day manifestations of an environmental third way: Natural Systems
Agriculture, an alternative to chemical and energy-intensive industrial agriculture; and New Urbanism, an
attempt to combat the negative effects of suburban sprawl. By rediscovering the pragmatic roots of American
environmentalism, writes Minteer, we can help bring about a new, civic-minded environmentalism today.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Levine:

The book untitled The Landscape of Reform: Civic Pragmatism and Environmental Thought in America is
the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown
to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that
they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Landscape of Reform:
Civic Pragmatism and Environmental Thought in America from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Charlene Martinez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book The Landscape of Reform: Civic Pragmatism and Environmental Thought in
America it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book features high quality.

Edna Spalding:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be go through. The Landscape of Reform: Civic Pragmatism and Environmental
Thought in America can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time
problems.

Karen Strange:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Landscape of Reform: Civic Pragmatism
and Environmental Thought in America can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one
book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Landscape of
Reform: Civic Pragmatism and Environmental Thought in America.
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