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A rich romp through untold American history featuring fabulous characters, The Wild Vine is the tale of a
little-known American grape that rocked the fine-wine world of the nineteenth century and is poised to do so
again today.

Author Todd Kliman sets out on an epic quest to unravel the mystery behind Norton, a grape used to make a
Missouri wine that claimed a prestigious gold medal at an international exhibition in Vienna in 1873. At a
time when the vineyards of France were being ravaged by phylloxera, this grape seemed to promise a bright
future for a truly American brand of wine-making, earthy and wild. And then Norton all but vanished. What
happened?
     The narrative begins more than a hundred years before California wines were thought to have put
America on the map as a wine-making nation and weaves together the lives of a fascinating cast of
renegades. We encounter the suicidal Dr. Daniel Norton, tinkering in his experimental garden in 1820s
Richmond, Virginia. Half on purpose and half by chance, he creates a hybrid grape that can withstand the
harsh New World climate and produce good, drinkable wine, thus succeeding where so many others had
failed so fantastically before, from the Jamestown colonists to Thomas Jefferson himself. Thanks to an
influential Long Island, New York, seed catalog, the grape moves west, where it is picked up in Missouri by
German immigrants who craft the historic 1873 bottling. Prohibition sees these vineyards burned to the
ground by government order, but bootleggers keep the grape alive in hidden backwoods plots. Generations
later, retired Air Force pilot Dennis Horton, who grew up playing in the abandoned wine caves of the very
winery that produced the 1873 Norton, brings cuttings of the grape back home to Virginia. Here, dot-com-
millionaire-turned-vintner Jenni McCloud, on an improbable journey of her own, becomes Norton’s ultimate
champion, deciding, against all odds, to stake her entire reputation on the outsider grape.
     Brilliant and provocative, The Wild Vine shares with readers a great American secret, resuscitating the
Norton grape and its elusive, inky drink and forever changing the way we look at wine, America, and long-
cherished notions of identity and reinvention.
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From reader reviews:

Warner Samuels:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book The Wild Vine: A Forgotten Grape
and the Untold Story of American Wine. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

Katie Cardiel:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that
question since just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular The Wild Vine: A Forgotten
Grape and the Untold Story of American Wine to read.

Tania Arney:

This The Wild Vine: A Forgotten Grape and the Untold Story of American Wine book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. That The Wild Vine: A Forgotten Grape and the Untold Story of
American Wine without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Wild Vine: A Forgotten Grape and the Untold Story of American
Wine can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you
can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Wild Vine: A Forgotten Grape and the Untold
Story of American Wine having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Mae Bushee:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways



to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Wild Vine: A Forgotten Grape and the Untold Story of
American Wine can make you really feel more interested to read.
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