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The remarkable true story of John Manjiro, the 14-year-old boy who was shipwrecked off Japan’s coast in
1841, rescued American whalers, and brought aboard the ship John Howland to Massachusetts to be raised
as a Westerner by Captain William Whitfield. Manjiro’s continuing adventures eventually brought him to the
California Gold Rush, around the globe, and back to Japan—making him the first known person to leave his
isolationist country and later return without harsh punishment. His riveting story caught the imagination of
common people, who were eager to know about the outside world, and shaped their perceptions of America.
It also influenced the pioneers of modernization in Japan such as Sakamoto Ryoma, Katsu Kaishu, and
Fukuzawa Yukichi, and became treasured reading by many daimyos and samurai leaders. It is still a favorite
among Japanese-Americans and gaining notoriety everywhere.

Drifting Toward the Southeast is actually the first complete English language edition of Hyoson
Kiryaku—the autobiographical account of John Manjiro’s historic voyage as told to Shogunate officials in
1852. It was originally hand-recorded in four brush-written volumes by samurai artist and scholar Kawada
Shoryo following Manjiro’s nine-month interrogation by Tokugawa officials.

This book showcases high-quality color reproductions of Shoryo’s masterful watercolor paintings, the
delicate illustrations by Manjiro himself, and the detailed maps that complete the original document. It is a
unique and valuable source for study of Isolationist Japan and the history of United States-Japanese
relations—and an absolutely essential component to any Asian Studies curriculum in America.
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From reader reviews:

John Townsend:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Drifting Toward the
Southeast: The Story of Five Japanese Castaways is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Shiela Steen:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Drifting Toward the Southeast: The Story of
Five Japanese Castaways reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Drifting Toward the
Southeast: The Story of Five Japanese Castaways as good book but not only by the cover but also through
the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Valerie Wright:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Drifting Toward the Southeast: The Story of Five
Japanese Castaways was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Drifting Toward
the Southeast: The Story of Five Japanese Castaways has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.

Beverly Harrison:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
Drifting Toward the Southeast: The Story of Five Japanese Castaways when you required it?
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