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I think the time has come to embalm these stories and commit them to the museum of the written word. I beg
you, though, to bear in mind that these stories are meant not at all to be read silently. Try reading them aloud,
especially before a good campfire, and see if the mummies do not escape their wrappings and walk about in
the firelight, as strange and beautiful as when first they came to me. These stories frequently border on the
improbable, if not the outright fantastic; I have been lifelong a writer of stories that leave behind the
mundane, ordinary, “realistic” world of our everyday experience, and I believe that such stories can pull our
minds out of the ruts of culturally conditioned thinking and propel us into new ways of understanding and
perhaps even of being. The common theme, I believe, is the idea of sainthood. But a saint, to me, is the same
as a bodhisattva or a medicine man or woman – such a person is not necessarily associated with a certain
particular religious tradition, or any at all. Such a person, rather, is one who knows how to walk the “pathless
path” and guides others on it. A saint is one who has left behind the sound and fury of this physical world,
who has transcended self entirely, and who thus can guide others on the path to transcendence. The stories
herein partake of motifs from several spiritual traditions, however I do not mean any of them to be
representative, or even evocative, of any particular tradition, but rather of the universal theme of
transcendence that is found at the deepest level in all traditions, at the level where particularities of creed and
dogma are left far behind and one approaches the unspeakable Truth that underlies all being. I mean this
collection to resemble somewhat, and to serve as my humble bouquet offered to, those wonderful Mediæval
“Lives of the Saints”, and similar fantastic gatherings of tales found in sacred traditions worldwide, as well
as the parables of Jesus and others, and traditional Talmudic, Sufi, Taoist, Native African, and Native
American stories. As Gautama Buddha said, “To reach a destination you have never found, you must take a
path you do not know.” --from the Introduction
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From reader reviews:

Luke Shaffer:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important usually. The book Lives of the Saints has been making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The book Lives of the Saints is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship while using book Lives of the Saints. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Susan Williams:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This Lives of the Saints is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Christina Bales:

Lives of the Saints can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Lives of the Saints although doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Kimberly Plummer:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Lives of the Saints this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this
world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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