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Literature is rife with uncertainty. Literature is good for us. These two ideas about reading literature are often
taken for granted. But what is the relationship between literature's capacity to unsettle, perplex, and bewilder
us, and literature's ethical value? To revive this question, C. Namwali Serpell proposes a return to William
Empson's groundbreaking work, Seven Types of Ambiguity (1930), which contends that literary uncertainty is
crucial to ethics because it pushes us beyond the limits of our own experience.

Taking as case studies experimental novels by Thomas Pynchon, Toni Morrison, Bret Easton Ellis, Ian
McEwan, Elliot Perlman, Tom McCarthy, and Jonathan Safran Foer, Serpell suggests that literary
uncertainty emerges from the reader's shifting responses to structures of conflicting information. A number
of these novels employ a structure of mutual exclusion, which presents opposed explanations for the same
events. Some use a structure of multiplicity, which presents different perspectives regarding events or
characters. The structure of repetition in other texts destabilizes the continuity of events and frustrates our
ability to follow the story.

To explain how these structures produce uncertainty, Serpell borrows from cognitive psychology the concept
of affordance, which describes an object's or environment's potential uses. Moving through these narrative
structures affords various ongoing modes of uncertainty, which in turn afford ethical experiences both
positive and negative. At the crossroads of recent critical turns to literary form, reading practices, and ethics,
Seven Modes of Uncertainty offers a new phenomenology of how we read uncertainty now.
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From reader reviews:

Bonita Murray:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Examining a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Seven Modes
of Uncertainty book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Alejandro Jones:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Seven Modes of Uncertainty
is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Raymond Hollander:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long
to reading a guide. The book Seven Modes of Uncertainty it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those
who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Dolores Mika:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide Seven Modes of Uncertainty was filled about science. Spend your time to add
your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some
sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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