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Thisisthefirst study in half a century to focus on the election of 1796. At first glance, the first presidential
contest looks unfamiliar—parties were frowned upon, there was no national vote, and the candidates did not
even participate (the political mores of the day forbade it). Yet for all that, Jeffrey L. Pasley contends, the
election of 1796 was "absolutely seminal," setting the stage for all of American politicsto follow.

Challenging much of the conventional understanding of this election, Pasley argues that Federalist and
Democratic-Republican were deeply meaningful categories for politicians and citizens of the 1790s, even if
the names could be inconsistent and the institutional presence lacking. He treats the 1796 election as arough
draft of the democratic presidential campaigns that came later rather than as the personal squabble depicted
by other historians. It set the geographic pattern of New England competing with the South at the two
extremes of American politics, and it established the basic ideological dynamic of aliberal, rights-spreading
American left arrayed against a conservative, society-protecting right, each with its own competing model of
leadership.

Rather than the inner thoughts and personal lives of the Founders, covered in so many other volumes, Pasley
focuses on images of Adams and Jefferson created by supporters-and detractors-through the press, capturing
the way that ordinary citizensin 1796 would have actually experienced candidates they never heard speak.
Newspaper editors, minor officials, now forgotten congressman, and individual elector candidates all take a
leading role in the story to show how poalitics of the day actually worked.

Pasley's cogent study rescues the election of 1796 from the shadow of 1800 and invites us to rethink how we
view that campaign and the origins of American politics.
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From reader reviews:
LisaMartin:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The First Presidential Contest: 1796 and the Founding
of American Democracy (American Presidential Elections). Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading
abook. Provided that we know about how isimportant a new book The First Presidential Contest: 1796 and
the Founding of American Democracy (American Presidential Elections). Y ou can add information and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thingitis
possible to know that. In this era, we can open abook or maybe searching by internet gadget. It iscalled e-
book. Y ou need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

L awrence Rowe:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
reserve that need more timeto be learn. The First Presidential Contest: 1796 and the Founding of American
Democracy (American Presidential Elections) can be your answer because it can be read by a person who
have those short extra time problems.

Maria Swensen:

Within this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple method to have that. What you
should do isjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of
several booksin the top record in your reading list isusually The First Presidential Contest: 1796 and the
Founding of American Democracy (American Presidential Elections). This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide
you can get many advantages.

Paul Breen:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The First Presidential Contest: 1796 and the
Founding of American Democracy (American Presidential Elections) was multi-colored and of course has
pictures on the website. Aswe know that book The First Presidential Contest: 1796 and the Founding of
American Democracy (American Presidential Elections) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try
to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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