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Leon Trotsky (1879-1940) the leader of the Russian Revolution and Stalin s unyielding opponent remains an
immensely controversial figure seventy years after his assassination in Mexico City. In this collection of
essays and lectures, David North, an authority on Soviet history, examines the disputes surrounding Trotsky
s life and ideas and explains their contemporary relevance. Exposing recent efforts by several British
scholars to denigrate Trotsky s historical role by falsifying history, the author insists that their aim is to
forestall a resurgence of interest in the great revolutionist at a time when millions of people are becoming
disenchanted with capitalism. The passions evoked by [Trotsky s] name testify to the enduring significance
of [his] ideas, North writes in the introduction of his book. Arguments about Trotsky are never simply about
what happened in the past. They are just as much about what is happening in the world today, and what is
likely to happen in the future. In the first section of In Defense of Leon Trotsky, North explores Trotsky s
Theory of Permanent Revolution and insists that it had a decisive impact on the events of October 1917,
which is often overlooked by scholars. Examining Trotsky s varying treatment at the hands of the liberal left
intelligentsia over the post-war period, North argues that shifts in the attitude of scholars towards the Russian
revolutionary have been bound up with changes in the objective political and economic situation. He
challenges today s historians to once again turn serious and honest attention to Trotsky s life and ideas. In the
last two parts of the collection, readers will find reviews of recent biographies of Trotsky written by
Geoffrey Swain, Ian Thatcher, and Robert Service. North demonstrates that these biographies reproduce
many of the same claims made by Stalin in order to besmirch Trotsky reputation and undermine his political
authority in the working class. Rather than shedding light on the man and his work, these books, which are
riddled with factual errors, are part of the unrelenting campaign of vilification of which Trotsky has been the
object for decades. In Defense of Leon Trotsky contains numerous photographs of Trotsky and family
members interspersed throughout the text, as well as a complete index.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Warriner:

The book In Defense of Leon Trotsky has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get
a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Jessica Ball:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is In Defense of Leon Trotsky.

Claudine Currie:

This In Defense of Leon Trotsky is new way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having bit of digest in reading this In Defense of Leon Trotsky can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books
create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Brandon Seymour:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and In Defense of Leon Trotsky or perhaps others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more
and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes In Defense
of Leon Trotsky to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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