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In Living Up to the Ads Simone Weil Davis examines commodity culture’s impact on popular notions of
gender and identity during the 1920s. Arguing that the newly ascendant advertising industry introduced three
new metaphors for personhood—the ad man, the female consumer, and the often female advertising model
or spokesperson—Davis traces the emergence of the pervasive gendering of American consumerism.
Materials from advertising firms—including memos, manuals, meeting minutes, and newsletters—are
considered alongside the fiction of Sinclair Lewis, Nella Larsen, Bruce Barton, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Zelda
Fitzgerald. Davis engages such books as Babbitt, Quicksand, and Save Me the Waltz in original and
imaginative ways, asking each to participate in her discussion of commodity culture, gender, and identity. To
illuminate the subjective, day-to-day experiences of 1920s consumerism in the United States, Davis
juxtaposes print ads and industry manuals with works of fiction. Capturing the maverick voices of some of
the decade’s most influential advertisers and writers, Davis reveals the lines that were drawn between truths
and lies, seduction and selling, white and black, and men and women.
Davis’s methodology challenges disciplinary borders by employing historical, sociological, and literary
practices to discuss the enduring links between commodity culture, gender, and identity construction. Living
Up to the Ads will appeal to students and scholars of advertising, American studies, women’s studies,
cultural studies, and early-twentieth-century American history.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Maggard:

The reason? Because this Living Up to the Ads: Gender Fictions of the 1920s (New Americanists) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Mason Childress:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Living Up to the Ads: Gender
Fictions of the 1920s (New Americanists) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then
how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Living Up to the Ads: Gender Fictions of the 1920s
(New Americanists) become your personal starter.

Bruce Herrera:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Living Up to the Ads: Gender
Fictions of the 1920s (New Americanists) guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Living Up
to the Ads: Gender Fictions of the 1920s (New Americanists) as good book not simply by the cover but also
by the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Paul Herbert:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as



well as soon. The Living Up to the Ads: Gender Fictions of the 1920s (New Americanists) will give you new
experience in reading a book.
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