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Bestselling novelist Danielle Steel takes us on a harrowing journey into the heart of America's hidden shame
in a novel that explores the power of forgiveness, the dark side of childhood, and one woman's unbreakable
spirit.

From her secret perch at the top of the stairs, Gabriella Harrison watches the guests arrive at her parents'
lavish Manhattan townhouse.  At seven, she knows she is an intruder in her parents' party, in her parents'
life.  But she can't resist the magic.  Later, she waits for the click, click, click of her mother's high heels, the
angry words, and the pain that will follow.  Gabriella already knows to hide her bruises, certain she is to
blame for her mother's rage--and her father's failure to protect her.  Her world is a confusing blend of terror,
betrayal, and pain.  Her parents' aristocratic world is no safeguard against the abuse that knows no
boundaries, respects no person, no economic lines.  Gabriella knows that, try as she might, there is no safe
place for her to hide.

Even as a child, her only escape is through the stories she writes.  Only writing can dull the pain of her
lonely world.  And when her parents' marriage collapses, Gabriella is given her first reprieve, as her father
disappears, and then her mother abandons her to a convent.  There, Gabriella's battered body and soul begin
to mend.  Amid the quiet safety and hushed rituals of the nuns, Gabriella grows into womanhood in a safe,
peaceful world.  Then a young priest comes into her life.  

Father Joe Connors never questioned his vocation until Gabriella entered the confessional and shared her
soul.  Confession leads to friendship.  And friendship grows dangerously into love.  Like Gabriella, Joe is
haunted by the pain of his childhood, consumed by guilt over a family tragedy, for which he blames
himself.  With Gabriella, Joe takes the first steps toward healing.  But their relationship leads to tragedy as
Joe must choose between the priesthood and Gabriella, and life in the real world where he fears he does not
belong, and cannot cope.

Exiled and disgraced, and nearly destroyed, Gabriella struggles to survive on her own in New York.  There
she seeks healing and escape through her writing again, this time as an adult, and her life as a writer
begins.  But just when she thinks she is beyond hurt, Gabriella is once again betrayed by someone she
trusts.  Brought to the edge of despair, physically attacked beyond recognition and belief, haunted by abuse
in her present and her past, she nonetheless manages to find hope again, and the courage to face the past.  On
a pilgrimage destined to bring her face-to-face with those who sought to destroy her in her early life, she
finds forgiveness, freedom from guilt, and healing from abuse.  When Gabriella faces what was done to her,
and why, she herself is free at last.  

With profound insight, Danielle Steel has created a vivid portrait of an abused child's broken world, and the
courage necessary to face it and free herself from the past.  A work of daring and compassion, a tale of
healing that will shock and touch and move you to your very soul, it exposes the terror of child abuse, and
opens the doors on a subject that affects us all.  The Long Road Home is more than riveting fiction.  It is an
inspiration to us all.  A work of courage, hope, and love.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Neal:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Long Road Home is our recommendation
to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

James Vera:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Long
Road Home, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Harry Duffey:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Long Road Home that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is
possible to pick The Long Road Home become your starter.

William Ochoa:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This reserve The Long Road Home was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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