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In a miracle of concision, Paul S. Boyer provides a wide-ranging and authoritative history of America,
capturing in a compact space the full story of our nation. Ranging from the earliest Native American settlers
to the presidency of Barack Obama, this Very Short Introduction offers an illuminating account of politics,
diplomacy, and war as well as the full spectrum of social, cultural, and scientific developments that shaped
our country.

Here is a masterful picture of America's achievements and failures, large-scale socio-historical forces, and
pivotal events. Boyer sheds light on the colonial era, the Revolution and the birth of the new nation; slavery
and the Civil War; Reconstruction and the Gilded Age; the Progressive era, the Roaring Twenties and the
Great Depression; the two world wars and the Cold War that followed; right up to the tragedy of 9/11, the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the epoch-making election of Barack Obama. Certain broad trends shape
much of the narrative--immigration, urbanization, slavery, continental expansion, the global projection of
U.S. power, the centrality of religion, the progression from an agrarian to an industrial to a post-industrial
economic order. Yet in underscoring such large themes, Boyer also highlights the diversity of the American
experience, the importance of individual actors, and the crucial role of race, ethnicity, gender, and social
class in shaping the contours of specific groups within the nation's larger tapestry. And along the way, he
touches upon the cultural milestones of American history, from Tom Paine's The Crisis to Allen Ginsberg's
Howl.

American History: A Very Short Introduction is a panoramic history of the United States, one that covers
virtually every topic of importance--and yet can be read in a single day.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Patton:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This American History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is
readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer associated with American History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking American History: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Hector Hartung:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual American History: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Arthur Faust:

The book with title American History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book
exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Andre Barrett:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love American History: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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