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How could the professional triumph of man-midwifery and contemporary tales of pregnant men, rabbit-
breeding mothers, and meddling midwives in eighteenth-century Britain help construct the emergence of
modern corporate and individual identities? By uncovering long-lost tales and artifacts about sexuality, birth,
and popular culture, Lisa Forman Cody argues that Enlightenment Britons understood themselves and their
relationship to others through their experiences and beliefs about the reproductive body. Birthing the Nation
traces two intertwined narratives that shaped eighteenth-century British life: the development of the modern
British nation, and the emergence of the male expert as the pre-eminent authority over matters of sexual
behavior, reproduction, and childbirth. By taking seriously contemporary caricatures, jokes, and rumors that
used gender, birth, and family to make claims about religious, ethnic and national identity, Cody illuminates
an entirely new view of the eighteenth-century public sphere as focused on the bodily and the bizarre.
: In a monarchy arbitrated by its official religion, regulation of reproduction and childbirth was vital to the
very stability of British political authority and the coherence of British culture, challenged as it was by
Catholicism, the French Revolution, and social change. In the late seventeenth century, the English feared
the power of female midwives to control the destiny of the royal family, yet men-midwives and male experts
had hardly proved their superiority to manage the successful birth of children. By the mid-eighteenth
century, however, male midwives became experts over the domestic world of pregnancy and childbirth,
largely replacing female midwives among the middling and elite families. Cody suggests that these new
professionals provided a new model for masculine comportment and emergent intimate relationships within
the middle-class and elite home.

Most surprisingly, Cody has discovered many interconnections between obstetrics and politics, and shows
how male experts transformed what had once been the private, feminine domain of birth and midwifery into
topics of public importance and universal interest, leading even Adam Smith and Edmund Burke to attend
lectures on obstetrical anatomy. This is the first book to place the eighteenth-century shift from female
midwives to male midwives as the dominant experts over childbirth in a larger cultural and political context.
Cody illuminates how eighteenth-century Britons understood and symbolized political, national, and
religious affiliation through the experiences of the body, sex, and birth. In turn, she takes seriously how the
political arguments and rhetoric of the age were not always made on disembodied, rational terms, but instead
referenced deep cultural beliefs about gender, reproduction, and the family.
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From reader reviews:

John Frank:

Exactly why? Because this Birthing the Nation: Sex, Science, and the Conception of Eighteenth-Century
Britons is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write
the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended
up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Calvin Williams:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Birthing the Nation: Sex, Science, and the Conception of Eighteenth-Century Britons your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Birthing the Nation: Sex, Science, and the
Conception of Eighteenth-Century Britons giving you a different experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Sandra Williams:

You may get this Birthing the Nation: Sex, Science, and the Conception of Eighteenth-Century Britons by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you
get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but also
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

James Waddell:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Birthing the Nation: Sex,
Science, and the Conception of Eighteenth-Century Britons as well as others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science



book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to include
their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Birthing the Nation: Sex,
Science, and the Conception of Eighteenth-Century Britons to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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