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Here is a magnificent account of a past rich in beauty and creativity, but also in tragedy and trauma. Eminent
historian Nell Irvin Painter blends a vivid narrative based on the latest research with a wonderful array of
artwork by African American artists, works which add a new depth to our understanding of black history.
Painter offers a history written for a new generation of African Americans, stretching from life in Africa
before slavery to today's hip-hop culture. The book describes the staggering number of Africans--over ten
million--forcibly transported to the New World, most doomed to brutal servitude in Brazil and the
Caribbean. Painter looks at the free black population, numbering close to half a million by 1860 (compared
to almost four million slaves), and provides a gripping account of the horrible conditions of slavery itself.
The book examines the Civil War, revealing that it only slowly became a war to end slavery, and shows how
Reconstruction, after a promising start, was shut down by terrorism by white supremacists. Painter traces
how through the long Jim Crow decades, blacks succeeded against enormous odds, creating schools and
businesses and laying the foundations of our popular culture. We read about the glorious outburst of artistic
creativity of the Harlem Renaissance, the courageous struggles for Civil Rights in the 1960s, the rise and fall
of Black Power, the modern hip-hop movement, and two black Secretaries of State. Painter concludes that
African Americans today are wealthier and better educated, but the disadvantaged are as vulnerable as ever.
Painter deeply enriches her narrative with a series of striking works of art--more than 150 in total, most in
full color--works that profoundly engage with black history and that add a vital dimension to the story, a new
form of witness that testifies to the passion and creativity of the African-American experience.

* Among the dozens of artists featured are Romare Bearden, Elizabeth Catlett, Beauford Delaney, Jacob
Lawrence, and Kara Walker

* Filled with sharp portraits of important African Americans, from Olaudah Equiano (one of the first African
slaves to leave a record of his captivity) and Toussaint L'Ouverture (who led the Haitian revolution), to
Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth, to Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X
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From reader reviews:

Ray Chung:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Creating Black Americans: African American
History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As
long as we know about how is important a new book Creating Black Americans: African American History
and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Salvador Perez:

The e-book untitled Creating Black Americans: African American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the
Present is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will
be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share
to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Creating Black Americans: African
American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Karen Taylor:

The book untitled Creating Black Americans: African American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the
Present contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is
very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy
to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice learn.

Annette Dixon:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Creating Black Americans: African American History
and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science book, any other book likes Creating Black Americans: African American History and Its



Meanings, 1619 to the Present to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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